





Aruba's ONLY English newspaper 


US easing foreign travel 
restrictions; vaccinations 


required 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. will ease foreign travel 
restrictions to the country 
beginning in November, al- 
lowing foreigners in if they 
have proof of vaccination 
and a negative COVID-19 
test, the White House said 
Monday. 

The new rules will replace 
a hodgepodge of restric- 
tions that had barred non- 
citizens who had been in 
Europe, much of Asia and 
certain other countries in 
the prior 14 days from en- 
tering the U.S. The changes 
will allow families and oth- 
ers who have been sepa- 
rated by the travel restric- 
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tions for 18 months to plan 
for long-awaited reunifica- 
tions. 

White House COVID-19 
coordinator Jeff Zients an- 
nounced the new _ poll 
cies, which still will require 
all foreign travelers flying 
TO the U.S. To demonstrate 
proof of vaccination be- 
fore boarding, as well as 
proof of a negative COV- 
ID-19 test taken within three 
days of flight. Biden will also 
tighten testing rules for un- 
vaccinated American citi- 
zens, who will need to be 
tested within a day before 
returning to the U.S., as well 
as after they arrive home. 


Continued on Page 2 
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President Joe Biden leaves St. Edmund Roman Catholic Church in Rehoboth Beach, Del., 
attending a Mass, Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021. Biden is spending the weekend at his Rehoboth Beach 
home. 
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US easing foreign travel restrictions; vaccinations required 


Continued from Front 


Fully vaccinated passen- 
gers will not be required to 
quarantine, Zients said. 

The new policy will replace 
the patchwork of travel 
bans first instituted by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump _ last 
year and tightened by BI- 
den that restrict travel by 
non-citizens who have in 
the prior 14 days been in 
the United Kingdom, Euro- 
pean Union, China, India, 
lran, Republic of Ireland, 
Brazil and South Africa. 

Those travel bans had be- 
come the source of grow- 
ing geopolitical frustration, 
particularly among allies in 
the UK and EU where virus 
cases are far lower than 
the U.S. The easing comes 
ahead of Biden meeting 
with some European lead- 
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ers on the margins of the 
United Nations General As- 
sembly this week. 

"This is based on individu- 
als rather than a country- 
based approach, so_ it's 
a stronger system,’ Zients 
said. The EU and UK had 
previously moved to allow 
vaccinated U.S. travelers 
into their territories without 
quarantines, in an effort to 
boost business and tourism 
travel. But the EU recom- 
mended last month that 
some travel restrictions be 
reimposed on U.S. travel- 
ers to the bloc because of 
the rampant spread of the 
delta variant of the coro- 
navirus in America. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention will 
also require airlines to col- 
lect contact information 
from international travelers 


to facilitate tracing, Zients 
said. If was not immedi- 
ately clear which vaccines 
would be acceptable un- 
der the U.S.-system and 
whether those unapproved 
in the U.S. could be used. 
Zients said that decision 
would be up to the CDC. 
Zients said there would be 
no immediate changes to 
the U.S. land border poli- 
cies, which continue to 
restrict much cross-border 
travel with Mexico and 
Canada. 

The announcement was 
met with cheers by the air 
travel industry, which has 
lost significant revenues 
from the pandemic-relat- 
ed declines in international 
travel. "We applaud the 
Biden Administration — for 
establishing a path to re- 
opening international trav- 
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el to the U.S.," said Delta Air 
Lines spokesman Morgan 
Durrant. "Science fells us 
that vaccinations coupled 
with testing is the safest 
way To re-open travel and 
we are optimistic this im- 
portant decision will allow 
for the continued econom- 
ic recovery both in the U.S. 
and abroad and the re- 
Unification of families who 
have been separated for 
more than 18 months." 

Worldwide, air travel Is still 
down more than half from 
ore-pandemic levels, and 
the decline is much sharp- 
er for cross-border flying. 
By July, domestic travel 
had recovered to 84% of 
2019 numbers, but interna- 
tional travel was just 26% of 
the same month two years 
ago, according to figures 
released this month by the 
airline industry's main glo- 


bal trade group, the Inter- 
national Air Transport As- 
sociation. The numbers are 
similar but not quite as stark 
for the U.S., where interna- 
tional travel in August was 
46% of that in August 2019, 
according to Ajlrlines for 
America. Arrivals by non- 
U.S. citizens were only 36% 
of the 2019 normal. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson tweeted that he 
was ‘delighted" by the 
news. He said: "It's a fantas- 
tic boost for business and 
trade, and great that fam- 
ily and friends on both sides 
of the pond can be reunit- 
ed once again." 

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
tweeted that the move 
was ‘excellent news for 
travelers from the UK to the 
US. Important for out eco- 
nomic recovery, families 
and trade.) 








NEWPORT NEWS, Va. (AP) 
— Two students were 
wounded in a shooting 
at a Virginia high school 
Monday afternoon, po- 
lice said. 

A 17-year-old boy was 
shot in the face at Heri- 
tage High School and a 
17-year-old girl was shot 
in the leg, Newport News 
police Chief Steve Drew 
said at a news confer- 
ence. Both were taken to 
the hospital and neither 
injury was thought to be 
life-threatening, he said. 
A male juvenile was tak- 
en into custody in the 
case, police said in a 





Police: 2 wounded in shooting 
at Virginia high school 








statement. The chief said 


authorities believe the 
suspect and victims knew 
one another but did not 
provide details. 

The building was evacu- 
ated, and FBI agents 
and state troopers were 
searching the school for 
anyone remaining inside, 
Drew said. 

George Parker, superin- 
tendent of Newport News 
Public Schools, said the 
high school does random 
searches for guns. Class- 
es resumed on Sept. 8, 
so students were in their 
second full week of the 
school year.) 
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COVID has killed about as ey Americans as the 1918-19 flu 


) as) — 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON AP 
Medical Writer 

COVID-19 has now killed 
about as many Americans 
as the 1918-19 Spanish flu 
pandemic did — approxi- 
mately 675,000. And like 
the worldwide scourge of 
a century ago, the corona- 
virus may never entirely dis- 
appear from our midst. 
Instead, scientists hope the 
virus that causes COVID-19 
becomes a mild seasonal 
bug as human immunity 
strengthens through vacci- 
nation and repeated infec- 
tion. That would take time. 
"We hope It will be like get- 
ting a cold, but there's no 
guarantee," said Emory 
University biologist Rustom 
Antia, who suggests an op- 
timistic scenario in which 
this could happen over a 
few years. 

For now, the pandemic still 
has the United States and 
other parts of the world 
firmly in its Jaws. 

The delta-fueled surge in 
new infections may have 
peaked, but U.S. deaths siill 
are running at over 1,900 a 
day on average, the high- 
est level since early March, 
and the country's overall 
toll stood at close to 674,000 
as of Monday morning, ac- 
cording to data collected 
by Johns Hopkins University, 
though the real number is 
believed to be higher. 
Winter may bring a new 
surge, though It will be less 
deadly than last year's, ac- 
cording to one influential 
model. The University of 
Washington model proj- 
ects an additional 100,000 
or so Americans will die of 
COVID-19 by Jan. 1, which 
would bring the overall U.S. 
toll fo 776,000. 

The 1918-19 influenza pan- 
demic killed an estimated 
675,000 Americans in a 
U.S. population one-third 
the size of what it is today. 
It struck down 50 million 
victims globally at a time 
when the world had one- 
quarter as many people as 
it does now. Global deaths 
from COVID-19 now stand 
at more than 4.6 million. 
The Spanish flu death foll 
numbers are rough guess- 
es, given the incomplete 
records of the era and the 
poor scientific understand- 
ing of what caused the ill- 
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In this Thursday, March 19, 2020 file photo, a patient i Is faicen ona aici into the United 


Memorial Medical Center after going through testing for COVID-19 in Houston. People were lined 
up in their cars in a line that stretched over two miles to be tested in the drive-thru testing for 


coronavirus. 


ness. The 675,000 figure 
comes from the U.S. Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The ebbing of COVID-19 
could happen if the virus 
progressively weakens as 
it mutates and more and 
more humans’ immune 
systems learn to attack it. 
Vaccination and © surviv- 
ing infection are the main 
ways the immune system 
improves. Breast-fed infants 
also gain some immunity 
from their mothers. 

Under that optimistic sce- 
nario, schoolchildren would 
get mild illness that trains 
their immune systems. As 
they grow up, the children 
would carry the immune 
resoonse memory, so that 
when they are old and vul- 
nerable, the coronavirus 
would be no more danger- 
ous than cold viruses. 

The same goes for today's 
vaccinated teens: Their im- 
mune systems would get 
stronger through the shots 
and mild infections. 

"We will all get infected," 
Antia predicted. "What's 
important is whether the in- 
fections are severe." 
Something § similar hap- 
pened with the HIN1 flu 
virus, the culprit in the 1918- 
19 pandemic. If Eencoun- 
tered too many people 
who were immune, and it 
also eventually weakened 
through mutation. HINI1 
still circulates today, but 


human immunity acquired 
from infection and vacci- 
nation has triumphed. 
Getting an annual flu shot 
now protects against HIN1 
and several other strains of 
flu. To be sure, flu kills be- 
tween 12,000 and 61,000 
Americans each year, but 
on average, It is a seasonal 
problem and a manage- 
able one. 

Before COVID-19, the 
1918-19 flu was universally 
considered the worst pan- 
demic disease in human 
history. Whether the current 
scourge ultimately proves 
deadlier is unclear. 

In many ways, the 1918-19 
flu — which was wrongly 
named Spanish flu be- 
cause it first received wide- 
soread news coverage in 
Spain — was worse. 

Seread by the mobility of 
World War |, it killed young, 
healthy adults in vast num- 
bers. No vaccine existed 
to slow it, and there were 
no antibiotics to treat sec- 
ondary bacterial infections. 
And, of course, the world 
population was much 
smaller than It is today. 

Yet jet travel and mass 
migrations threaten to in- 
crease the foll of the cur- 
rent pandemic. Much of 
the world is unvaccinated. 
And the coronavirus has 
been full of surprises. 
Medical historian Dr. How- 
ard Markel of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan said he is 


(AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File) 


continually astounded by 
the magnitude of the dis- 
ruption the pandemic has 
brought fo the planet. 

‘| was gobsmacked by the 
size of the quarantines" 
the Chinese government 
undertook initially, Markel 
said, "and I've since been 
gob-gob-gob-smacked to 
the nth degree.’ The lag- 
ging pace of U.S. vaccina- 
tions Is the latest source of 
his astonishment. 

"Big pockets of American 
society — and, worse, their 
leaders — have thrown this 
away, Markel said of the 
Opportunity to vaccinate 
everyone eligible by now. 
Just under 64% of the US. 
population has received as 
least one dose of the vac- 
cine, with state rates rang- 
ing from a high of approxi- 
mately 77% in Vermont and 
Massachusetts and lows 
around 46% to 49% in |Ida- 
ho, Wyoming, West Virginia 
and Mississippi. 

Globally, about 43% of the 
population has received at 
least one dose, according 
to Our World in Data, with 
some African countries just 
beginning to give their first 
shots. 

“We know that all pandem- 
ics come to an end," said 
Dr. Jeremy Brown, direc- 
tor of emergency care re- 
search at the National Insti- 
tutes of Health, who wrote 
a book on influenza. "They 
can do terrible things while 


they're raging." 

COVID-19 could have been 
far less lethal in the U.S. if 
more people had goitten 
vaccinated faster, “and we 
still have an opportunity to 
turn it around," Brown said. 
"We often lose sight of how 
lucky we are to take these 
things for granted." 

The current vaccines work 
extremely well in pre- 
venting severe disease 
and death from the vari- 
ants of the virus that have 
emerged so far. 

It will be crucial for scientists 
to make sure the ever-mu- 
tating virus hasn't changed 
enough to evade vaccines 
or to cause severe illness in 
unvaccinated children, An- 
tia said. Such shifts would 
require an adjustment in 
defense’ strategies and 
would mean a longer path 
to a post-pandemic world. 
If the virus Changes signifi- 
cantly, a new vaccine us- 
ing the technology behind 
the Pfizer and Moderna 
shots could be produced 
in 110 days, a Pfizer ex- 
ecutive said Wednesday. 
The company is studying 
whether annual shots with 
the current vaccine will be 
required to keep immunity 
high. 

One plus: The coronavirus 
mutates at a slower pace 
than flu viruses, making It a 
more stable target for vac- 
cination, said Ann Marie 
Kimball, a retired University 
of Washington professor of 
epidemiology. 

So, will the current pan- 
demic unseat the 1918-19 
flu pandemic as the worst 
in human history? 

"You'd like to say no. We 
have a lot more infection 
control, a lot more abil- 
ity fo support people who 
are sick. We have modern 
medicine,’ Kimball said. "But 
we have a lof more people 
and a lot more mobility. ... 
The fear is eventually a new 
strain gets around a partic- 
ular vaccine target." 

To those unvaccinated in- 
dividuals who are count- 
ing on infection rather than 
vaccination for immune 
orotection, Kimball said, 
“The trouble is, you have to 
survive infection to acquire 
the immunity." It's easier, 
she said, to go to the drug- 
store and get a shot.) 
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Prosecutors wrap up as R Kelly trial moves into next stage 


By TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pros- 
ecutors at the R. Kelly sex 
trafficking trial ended their 
case Monday after calling 
dozens of witnesses over 
the past month who de- 
tailed the government's 
sweeping allegations 
against the singer in lurid 
detail. 

The defense began its case 
later in the day by starting 
to call Kelly loyalists to the 
witness stand in an effort to 
cast doubt on some of the 
accusers accounts. 

A New York City jury has 
heard several women and 
Two men who were In Kelly's 
celebrity orbit tell the panel 
that he groomed them for 
Unwanted sex and psycho- 
logical tormented them 
— mostly when they were 
teenagers — in episodes 
dating to the 1990s. Their 
accounts were backed at 
least in part by former Kel- 
ly employees whose own 
testimony suggested they 
were essentially paid off to 
look the other way or ac- 
tively enable the "| Believe | 
Can Fly" recording artist. 
Kelly's lawyers must find 
ways to counter testimony 
from accusers alleging per- 
verse misconduct spanning 
three decades. Among the 
troubling tableaus — his en- 
tourage locking a radio sta- 
tion intern in a room where 
he sexually assaulfed her 
while she was passed out; 
witnesses Claiming that he 
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FILE - This photo from Friday May 9, 2008, shows R. Kelly arriving for the first day of jury selection in 
his child pornography trial at the Cook County Criminal Courthouse in Chicago. On Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, 2021, prosecutors in Kelly's sex trafficking trial at Brooklyn Federal Court in New York, 
played video and audio recordings for the jury they say back up allegations he abused women 


and girls. 


gave them herpes without 
disclosing he had an SID; 
Kelly shooting a shaming 
video of one alleged victim 
showing her smearing fe- 
ces on her face as punish- 
ment for breaking arbitrary 
rules meant to protect his 
fragile ego. 

On Monday, Larry Hood 
— aq childhood friend who 
worked security for Kelly as 
an off-duty Chicago police 
officer in the early 2000s 
— claimed he never wit- 
nessed Kelly misbehaving 
with underage girls. A de- 
fense attorney also asked if 


(AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, File) 


he saw his friend lock any- 
one in aroom. 

"No, sir," Hood resoonded. 
If he saw that, he added, 
"As a police officer, | would 
have had to take action 
against that." 

On cross-examination, 
Hood admitted the police 
department fired him in 
2007 after a guilty plea in 
a counterfeit money case, 
though he got to keep his 
pension. 

A large chunk of the testi- 
mony focused on an infa- 
mous scandal involving his 
youngest and most famous 


alleged victim: R&B phe- 
nom Aaliyah. One of the 
final witnesses described 
seeing Kelly sexually abus- 
ing Aaliyah around 1993, 
when Aaliyah was only 13 
or 14. The former backup 
performer also told the jury 
Kelly sexually abused her as 
well when she was 15 — an- 
other in a series of accusers 
who say he exploited them 
when they were underage. 
Jurors had previously heard 
evidence about a fraud 
marriage scheme hatched 
to protect Kelly after he 
feared he had_ impreg- 


nated Aaliyah. A marriage 
license that was put into 
evidence falsely listed her 
age as 18; he was 27 at the 
time. 

Aaliyah, whose full name 
was Aaliyah Dana Haugh- 
ton, worked with Kelly, who 
wrote and produced her 
1994 debut album, "Age 
Ain't Nothing But A Num- 
ber." She died in a plane 
crash in 2001 at age 22. 
The last government wit- 
ness was an expert witness 
on abusive relationships. 
Dawn Hughes _ festified 
about studies showing that 
many abusers systemati- 
cally isolate, demean, sub- 
jugate and spy on thetr vic- 
tims as means of control — 
all tactics allegedly used by 
Kelly. Generally soeaking, 
it isn't Unusual for POWerful 
people like Kelly to be sur- 
rounded by underlings who 
"knew about it and didn't 
do anything," Hughes said. 
The 54-year-old defendant, 
born Robert Sylvester Kelly, 
has pleaded not guilty to 
racketeering charges ac- 
cusing him of running a 
Chicago-based enterprise 
of managers, bodyguards 
and other employees who 
helped him recruit and 
transport his victims. The 
travel violated the Mann 
Act, which makes it illegal 
to transport anyone across 
state lines "for any immor- 
al purpose" — the same 
law that sent rock legend 
Chuck Berry to prison in 
19757.) 








Flames lick up a tree as the Windy Fire burns in the Trail of 100 
Giants grove in Sequoia National Forest, Calif., on Sunday, Sept. 
19, 2021. 


THREE RIVERS, Calif. (AP) — 
Four famous giant sequoias 
were not harmed by a wild- 
fire that reached the edge 
of Giant Forest in Califor- 


(AP Photo/Noah Berger) 
nia's Sequoia National Park, 
authorities said. 

The Four Guardsmen, a 
group of trees that form a 
natural entryway on the 


4 famous giant trees unharmed by 
Sequoia National Park fire 


road to the forest, were 
successfully protected from 
the KNP Complex fire by the 
removal of nearby vegeta- 
tion and by wrapping fire- 
resistant material around 
the bases of the trees, the 
firefighting management 
team said in a statement 
Sunday. 

The KNP Complex began as 
two lightning-sparked fires 
that eventually merged 
and has scorched more 
than 37 square miles (96 
square kilometers) in the 
heart of sequoia country 
on the western slope of the 
Sierra Nevada. 


There was no immediate 
word, however, on the 
extent of damage in sev- 
eral other sequoia groves 
reached by a separate 
blaze, the Windy Fire, in 
the Giant Sequoia National 
Monument area of Sequoia 
National Forest and the Tule 
River Indian Reservation. 
The Windy Fire has burned 
through the Peyrone and 
Red Hill groves, as well as a 
portion of the Long Mead- 
ow Grove along the Trail of 
100 Giants. 

"Generally fires can be de- 
structive however low-in- 
tensity fires can be benefi- 


cial to giant sequoia trees. 
A damage assessment will 
be done in these groves 
when it is safe to do so," a 
Sequoia National Forest 
statement said Sunday. 
The Windy Fire has scorched 
more than 37 square miles 
(95 square kilometers). 

The KNP Complex forced 
the evacuation of Sequoia 
National Park last week, 
and on Sunday much of 
adjacent Kings Canyon 
National Park was closed. 
Visitors to areas that were 
stil oO}e€Nn were warned of 
hazardous air quality due 
to smoke.L] 
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By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Sci- 
ence Writer 

Pressure keeps building 
on increasingly anxious 
world leaders to ratchet 
Up efforts fo fight climate 
change. There's more of it 
coming this week in one of 
the highest-profile forums 
of all the United Nations. 
For the second time in four 
days, this time out of U.N. 
headquarters in New York, 
leaders will hear pleas fo 
make deeper cuts of emis- 
sions of heat-trapping gas- 
es and give poorer coun- 
tries more money to de- 
velop cleaner energy and 
adapt to the worsening im- 
pacts of climate change. 
‘im not desperate, but I'm 
tremendously worried," 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres 
told The Associated Press 
in a weekend interview. 
"We are on the verge of 
the abyss and we cannot 
afford a step in the wrong 
direction." 

So on Monday, Guterres 
and United Kingdom Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson are 
hosting a closed-door ses- 
sion with 35 to 40 world 
leaders to get countries to 
do more leading up to the 
huge climate negotiations 
in Scotland in six weeks. 
Those negotiations in the 
fall are designed to be the 
next steo after the 2015 
Paris climate agreement. 
“We all agree that ‘some- 
thing must be done,” 
Johnson told the leaders, 
according to a statement 
released by his office. "Yet 
| confess, I'm increasingly 
frustrated that ‘something’ 
to which many of you have 
committed is nowhere near 
enough. lt is the biggest 
economies in the world that 
are causing the problem, 
while the smallest suffer the 
worst CONSEQUENCES. | 
Johnson said the lead- 
ers should "rid the world of 
coal-fired power and inter- 
nal combustion engines’ 
and stop deforestation, 
while rich nations need to 
live Up to their commitment 
to soend $100 billion a year 
to help poorer nations deal 
with climate change. 

All this comes after Friday, 
when U.S. President Joe 
Biden convened a private 
forum on climate to coax 


leaders to act now. 

"We are rapidly running out 
of time," Guterres said at 
Biden's forum. "There is a 
high risk of failure" of nego- 
tiations in Glasgow. 

This week's focus on climate 
change comes at the end 
of another summer of di- 
sasters related fo extreme 
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UN to world leaders: To curtail warming, you must do more 


have to strengthen their 
Paris pledges to cut carbon 
pollution, while rich nations 
like the United States that 
did increase their emissions 
promises need to do more 
financially to help poorer 
countries. ‘The Glasgow 
meeting is not shaping up 
to be as well politically pre- 


goals. Touting Europe's 
green recovery plans, Ev- 
ropean Commission Presi- 
dent Ursula von der Leyen 
told the opening climate 
week crowd that rich Coun- 
tries have to give financial 
helo “to support develop- 
ing countries not to fall into 
the trao of the fossil fuel 


The United Nations headquarters is reflected in a window Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, on Ist Ave. in 
New York. The 76th Session of the UN General Assembly begins this week. 


weather, including devas- 
tating wildfires in the west- 
ern United States, deadly 
flooding in the U.S., China 
and Europe, a drumbeat 
of killer tropical cyclones 
worldwide and unprec- 
edented heat waves ev- 
erywhere. Achieving some 
kind of success in emission- 
cut pledges or financial 
helo during the week of 
U.N. sessions would ease 
the path to an agreement 
in Glasgow, just as early an- 
nouncements of pollution 
curbs did in 2015, especial- 
ly those from China and the 
United States, experts said. 
Now those two nations are 
key again. Buf, Guterres 
said, their relationship — is 
"totally dysfunctional.'Nigel 
Purvis, a former U.S. State 
Department climate nego- 
tiator and CEO of the pri- 
vate firm Climate Advisers, 
said the political forces go- 
ing into Glasgow don't look 
as optimistic as they did four 
months ago after a Biden 
virtual climate summit. But, 
he says, there is still hope. 
Countries like China, the 
world's top carbon emitter, 


pared as the Paris confer- 
ence was in 2015," Purvis 
said. And Pete Ogden, vice 
oresident of the United Na- 
tions Foundation for Energy 
and Climate, cited "wor- 
rying mistrust between na- 
tions at a time when great- 
er solidarity is needed." 

As the world's leaders gath- 
er, activists, other govern- 
ment leaders and business 
officials gather in New York 
City for climate week, a GI- 
ant cheerleading session 
for action that coincides 
with the high-level U.N. 
meeting. And throughout 
the week the push is on the 
rich nations, the G-20, fo do 
more. 'It is true that the G-20 
countries bear the biggest 
part of the responsibility for 
carbon emissions. And _ in 
that regard, of course it Is 
absolutely crucial that we 
see them accelerating in 
a very important way their 
actions, U.N. climate con- 
ference chief Patricia Es- 
pinosa said Friday as her 
agency announced that 
emission pledges for the 
Scotland conference were 
falling far short of the Paris 
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economy but to leapfrog’ 
into an economy based on 
renewable energy. 

The most stringent one 
seeks to limit warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit) since 
ore-industrial times. That 
translates to about 0.4 de- 
gree Celsius (0.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit) from now be- 
cause of warming that's al- 
ready happened. 

A UN report on Friday 
showed that current pledg- 
es to cut carbon emissions 
set the world on a path to- 
ward 2.7 degrees Celsius 
(4.9 degrees Fahrenheit) 
of warming since the pre- 
industrial era. That shoots 
way past even the weaker 
Paris goal of limiting warm- 
ing to 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

"That is = catastrophic," 
Guterres said in the inter- 
view. ‘The world could not 
live with a 2.7-degree in- 
crease in temperature." 
The overall goal is to have 
"net zero" carbon emissions 
by the middle of the 21st 
century. That refers to a 
moment when the world's 


economies are putting the 
same amount of carbon di- 
oxide into the air as plants 
and oceans take out of it, 
thus not adding to global 
warming. 

Guterres is pushing for rich 
nations to fulfill their long- 
time pledges of $100 billion 
a year in climate aid to poor 
nations, with at least half of 
that going to help them 
cope with the impacts of 
global warming. So far, the 
world is falling about $75 
billlon a year short, accord- 
ing to a new study by Ox- 
fam. Funding to cope with 
climate change's impacts 
fell 25% last year for small is- 
land nations, "the most vul- 
nerable of the vulnerable," 
he said. 

Under the Paris agreement, 
every five years the nations 
of the world must come up 
with even more. stringent 
emission cuts and more 
funding for the poorer na- 
tions to develop cleaner 
energy systems and adapt 
to climate change. 

While the leaders convene 
for the U.N. meetings, ac- 
tivists, business leaders and 
lower-level government of- 
ficials will be part of the cli- 
mate week series of events. 
Planners include big-name 
corporations announcing 
billions of dollars worth of 
commitments to fighting 
climate change, lots of talk 
by big names such as Bill 
Gates about climate solu- 
tions, and even all seven 
late-night U.S. talk show 
hosts focusing on climate 
change Wednesday night. 
“You've got the world lead- 
ers there, and so you can 
remind them about climate 
and get them focused 
on it" said Helen Clarkson, 
CEO of The Climate Group 
, which is coordinating cli- 
mate week. 

What counts most is what 
happens in six weeks in 
Glasgow, says Jonathan 
Overpeck, dean of en- 
vironment at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, "Buf," he 
said, "the more that can 
be agreed upon early, 
the easier if will be to get 
the commitments that are 
needed to put an end to 
climate change. We're not 
yet on an emissions reduc- 
tions path that is safe for our 
planet and its people." 
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‘| just cry’: Dying of hunger in Ethiopia's blockaded Tigray 


By CARA ANNA 

Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — In 
parts of Ethiopia's Tigray re- 
gion, people now eat only 
green leaves for days. At a 
health center last week, a 
mother and her newborn 
weighing just 1.7 pounds 
died from hunger. In every 
district of the more than 20 
where one aid group works, 
residents have starved to 
death. 

For months, the United Na- 
tions has warned of famine 
in this embattled corner of 
northern Ethiopia, calling 
it the world's worst hunger 
crisis in a decade. Now in- 
ternal documents and wit- 
ness accounts reveal the 
first starvation deaths since 
Ethiopia's government in 
June imposed what the 
U.N. calls "a de facto hu- 
manitarian aid blockade." 
Forced starvation is the 
latest chapter in a conflict 
where ethnic Tigrayans 
have been massacred, 
gang-raped and expelled. 
Months after crops were 
burned and communities 
striooed bare, a new kind 
of death has set in. "You 
are killing people," Hay- 
elom Kebede, the former 
director of Tigray's flagship 
Ayder Referral Hospital, 
recalled telling Ethiopia's 
health ministry in a phone 
call this month. "They said, 
‘Yeah, OK, we'll forward it 
to the prime minister.’ What 
can | doz? | just cry." He 
shared with The Associated 
Press photos of some of the 
50 children receiving "very 
intensive care" because of 
malnutrition, the first such 
images to emerge from 
Tigray in months. In one, 
a small child with startled- 
looking eyes stares straight 
into the camera, a feed- 
ing tube in his nose, a pro- 
tective amulet lying in the 
pronounced hollow of his 
throat. Medicines have al- 
most run out, and hospital 
staffers haven't been paid 
since June, Hayelom said. 
Conditions elsewhere for Ti- 
gray's 6 million people are 
often worse. The blockade 
and the. starvation that 
comes with it mark a new 
ohase in the 10-month war 
between Tigray forces and 
the Ethiopian government, 
along with its allies. Now 


the United States has issued 
an ultimatum: Take steps to 
stop the fighting and let aid 
flow freely, or a new wave 
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of sanctions could come 
within weeks. "The situa- 
tion in Ethiopia shocks the 
conscience, Erik Wood- 
house, U.S. deputy assis- 
tant secretary for counter 
threat finance and sanc- 
tions, said on Monday. The 
war began as a political 
disoute between the prime 
minister, 2019 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Abiy Ahmed, 
and the Tigrayans who had 
long dominated Ethiopia's 
repressive national gov- 
ernment. Since Novem- 
ber, witnesses have. said, 
Ethiopian forces and those 
from neighboring Eritrea 
looted food sources and 
destroyed health centers. 

In June, the Tigray fight- 
ers retook the region, and 
Ethiopia's government de- 
clared a ceasefire, citing 
humanitarian grounds. I|n- 
stead, the government has 
sealed off the region tight- 
er than ever, fearing that 
aid will reach the Tigray 
forces. More than 350,000 
metric tons of food aid are 
positioned in Ethiopia, but 
very little of if can get into 
Tigray. The government is 
so wary that humanitar- 
ian workers boarding rare 
flights to the region have 
been given an unusual list 
of items they cannot bring: 
Dental flossers. Can open- 
ers. Multivitamins. Medi- 


cines, even personal ones. 
The list, obtained by the 
AP, also banned means 
of documenting the crisis, 
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including hard drives and 
flash drives. Photos and vid- 
eo from Tigray have disap- 
peared from social media 
since June as did workers 
and others, facing intense 
searches by authorities, fear 
being caught with them on 
their devices. Tigray has re- 
turned to darkness, with no 
telecommunications, no in- 
ternet, no banking services 
and very little aid. Ethio- 
pia's prime minister and 
other senior officials have 
denied there is hunger in 
Tigray. The government has 
blamed the Tigray forces 
and insecurity for troubles 
with aid delivery. It also 
has accused humanitarian 
groups of supporting, even 
arming, the Tigray fighters. 
The prime minister's sookes- 
woman, Billene Seyoum, 
did not say when the gov- 
ernment would allow basic 
services to the region. The 
government "has opened 
access to aid routes by cut- 
ting the number of check- 
points from seven to two 
and creating air bridges 
for humanitarian _ flights," 
she said in a statement. But 
medical supplies on the first 
European Union air bridge 
flight were removed dur- 
ing government inspection, 
and such flights cannot 
carry the large-scale food 
aid needed. In the most 


extensive account yet of 
the blockade's foll, a hu- 
manitarian worker told the 
AP that deaths from. star- 


vation are being reported 
in "every single" district of 
the more than 20 in Tigray 
where one aid group oper- 
ates. The group had run out 
of food aid and fuel. The 
worker, like others, sooke 
on condition of anonymity 
for fear of retaliation. "“Cur- 
rently, there are devastat- 
ing reports coming from ev- 
ery corner," the aid group 
wrote to a donor in August, 
according to documents 
shared with the AP. "If no 
urgent solution is found, we 
will lose many people due 
to hunger.” 

In April, even before the 
current blockade was im- 
posed, the same group 
wrote to the donor that 
“reports of malnourisnhment 
are rampant," and that 22 
people in one sub-district 
had starved to death. 
“People's skin color was be- 
ginning to change due to 
hunger; they looked ema- 
ciated with protruding skel- 
etal bones," the aid group 
wrote. 

In August, another staffer 
visited a community in cen- 
tral Tigray and wrote that 
the number of people at 
risk of starvation was "ex- 
ponentially increasing" in 
both rural and urban areas. 
IN some cases, people are 
eating only green leaves 
for days." The staffer de- 
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scribed speaking with one 
mother who said her fam- 
ily had been living on bor- 
rowed food since June. 
For the past month, they 
had eaten only bread with 
salt. She worried that with- 
out food aid in the com- 
ing days they would die. 
"Finally, we stopped asking 
her because we could not 
tolerate to hear addition- 
al grim news," the staffer 
wrote. “The administrator 
of the (sub-district) has also 
told us that there are many 
families who are living in sim- 
ilar conditions." At least 150 
people starved to death in 
August, including in camps 
for disolaced people, the 
Tigray External Affairs Of- 
fice has alleged. The Inter- 
national Organization for 
Migration, the U.N. agency 
which supports the camps, 
said: "We unfortunately are 
not able to speak on this 
topic." Some toilets in the 
crowded camps are over- 
flowing because there's no 
cash to pay for their clean- 
ing, leaving thousands of 
people vulnerable fo out- 
breaks of disease, a visit- 
ing aid worker said. People 
who ate three meals a day 
now eat only one. Camp 
residents rely on the char- 
ity of host communities 
who often struggle to feed 
themselves. "People have 
been able to get by, but 
barely," the aid worker said. 
"It's worse than subsistence, 
let's put it that way." 

Food security experts 
months ago estimated that 
400,000 people in Tigray 
face famine’ conditions, 
more than the rest of the 
world combined. But the 
blockade means experts 
cannot collect the need- 
ed data to make a formal 
declaration of famine. 
Such a declaration would 
be deeply embarrassing 
for Ethiopia, which in the 
1980s seized the world's at- 
tention with a famine so se- 
vere, also driven by conflict 
and government neglect, 
that some 1 million people 
were killed. Since then, Af- 
rica's second most popu- 
lous country had become 
a success story by pulling 
millions from extreme pov- 
erty and developing one of 
the world's fastest-growing 
economies. )} 
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By JIM HEINTZ Associated 
Press 

MOSCOW (AP) —A student 
opened fire Monday at a 
University in Russia, leaving 
six people dead and 28 
hurt, before being shot by 
police and detained, offi- 
cials said. 

Beyond saying that he was 
a student, authorities of- 
fered no further informa- 
tion on his identity or pos- 
sible motive. 

During the attack, students 
and staff at Perm State Uni- 
versity locked themselves 
in rooms, and video post- 
ed on Russian news sites 
showed some — students 
jumping out of secona-sto- 
ry windows. 

In some footage, a black- 
clad, helmeted _ figure 
could be seen striding on a 
campus sidewalk cradling 
a long-barreled weapon. 
Russia's Investigative Com- 
mittee, the country's top 
body for criminal probes, 
said the gunman fired a 
smoothbore hunting weap- 
on. That could indicate he 
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Shooting at Russian university leaves 6 dead, 28 hurt 
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Police officers guard an area in front of the Perm State University in Perm, about 1,100 kilometers 
(700 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Monday, Sept. 20, 2021. A gunman opened fire in a university 
in the Russian city of Perm on Monday morning, leaving at least eight people dead and others 
wounded, according to Russia's Investigative Committee. 


used a shotgun. 

The Investigative Commit- 
tee said six people were 
killed, revising down Its ear- 
lier figure of eight dead. No 


explanation was given for 
the change. 

A traffic police unit was the 
first to reach the scene, 
and the suspect opened 





Nobody hurt but much damage in 
Spanish volcano eruption 


By ARITZ PARRA and BARRY HATTON 
Associated Press 

LA LAGUNA, Spain (AP) — Giant rivers of 
lava tumbled slowly but relentlessly to- 
ward the sea on Monday after a volcano 
erupted on a Spanish island off northwest 
Africa, with prompt evacuations helping 
to avoid casualties. 

Long fingers of fiery red lava slid down hill- 
sides with white smoke billowing from their 
leading edges as they swallowed up hous- 
es, gardens and swimming pools in a trail 
of destruction across the verdant coun- 
tryside. An incessant rumble, like that of 
an airplane passing overhead, came from 
the nearby Cumbre Vieja ridge where the 
eruption occurred on Sunday afternoon 
when two fissures started belching bright 
red magma into the air and set the glow- 
ing lava rivers in motion. 

Scientists had been monitoring the area on 
the island of Palma, in the volcanic Canary 
Islands, in recent days amid thousands of 
mostly small earthquakes, and authorities 
quickly evacuated around 5,500 people. 
The lava destroyed more than 100 homes 
on the hillsides. One of them belonged 
to German couple Matthias and Anette 
Fuchs, 65 and 64 respectively. 

They said they fell in love with the house 
the moment they first saw it. Built in the is- 
lands’ traditional architectural style using 


volcanic materials from previous erup- 
tions, the couple had been improving It 
over nearly four decades. 

"It was a soecial place, we saw If once and 
we fell in love," Anette Fuchs told The Asso- 
ciated Press, recounting how the couple 
hosted large dinners for friends and visiting 
relatives. ‘If was d paradise." 

The lava was moving at 700 meters (2,300 
feet) per hour, according to the Canary 
Iskands Volcanology Institute. Officials 
said they expected it to reach the Atflan- 
tic Ocean around sunset, where it could 
cause explosions and produce clouds of 
acidic steam. Scientists monitoring the 
lava measured it at more than 1,000 C 
(more than 1,800 F). 

Authorities on La Palma, where people 
largely live from farming, told people in 
the wide areas where volcanic ash was 
falling to stay indoors with their doors and 
windows closed. 

Scientists say the lava flows could last for 
weeks or months, but the immediate dan- 
ger to local people appeared to be over. 
Daniel Alvarez, a bar owner in Las Man- 
chas, one of the closest villages to the vol- 
cano, was evacuated with his family on 
Sunday and was staying at the El Fuerte 
military barracks with some other 300 
evacuees. He didn't know whether the 
lava had consumed his home. J 


(AP Photo) 


fire on them, according 
to the Interior Ministry. He 
was wounded when po- 
lice returned fire and then 
was disarmed, the ministry 
said. The gunman also was 
armed with a knife, it said. 
Although firearms laws are 
strict in Russia, many peo- 
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ple obtain permits for hunt- 
ing weapons. News reports 
cited officials as saying the 
suspect had a permit for a 
OuMp-action shotgun, al- 
though it was not clear if it 
was for the weapon used. 
Despite the firearms regu- 
lations, mass shootings take 
place. 

In May, a gunman opened 
fire at a school in the city 
of Kazan, killing seven stu- 
dents and two teachers, 
with a registered weapon. 
A student at a college in 
Russia-annexed Crimea 
killed 20 students and him- 
self in 2018. 

The university, which has 
12,000 students enrolled, 
said about 3,000 people 
were on the campus at the 
time of the shooting. The 
school is in the city of Perm, 
which is about 1,100 kilo- 
meters (700 miles) east of 
Moscow with a population 
of about | million. 

The Investigative Commit- 
tee said 28 people were 
injured, some of them hos- 
pitalized, but did not give 
details. The Health Ministry 
said 19 of them were shot; it 
was not clear how the oth- 
ers were injured.L) 
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EAGLE BEACH - Aruba was one of 
180 countries participating in World 
Cleanup Day on Saturday with 
more than 60 volunteers led by 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort in part- 
nership with Arikok National Park. 


The leadershio of Arikok National 
Park and Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort invited local educational 
groups, including the International 
School of Aruba, the University of 
Aruba, Fofoti Tours, The Interact 
group, and guests and staff within 
Bucuti & Tara to participate in the 
effort to rid Arashi Beach and sur- 
roundings of trash. 








World Cleanup Day was organized 
with a goal that crosses borders 
and defies religious and cultural 
differences. If is one of the biggest 
civic movements, uniting Countries 
across the world with the mission 
to facilitate a cleaner planet. Last 
year, World Clean Up Day brought 
together more than 11 million peo- 
ple despite the difficulties of CO- 
VID-19. 


World Cleanup Day harnesses the 
power and enthusiasm of people 
around the world who want to see 
sustainable living for future genera- 
tions and It is accomplished by join- 
ing together. The movement this 
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Enthusiastic Aruban Turnout for World Cleanup Day 


2021 


Bucuti & Tara, Parke Arikok, 
educational and service groups 
unite to clean Arashi Beach 


year highlights an area so critical 
for Aruba — the ocean. With 70% 
of the world’s oxygen produced in 
oceans, it is devastating that 8 mil- 
lion tons of plastic ends up pollut- 
ing the water each year. The 2021 
theme is to raise awareness and 
work to stop the flow of garbage 
into waters. Cleaning up litter and 
mismanaged waste from Aruba's 
beaches and streets will positively 
impact the undersea flora and 
fauna and ultimately, everyone. 


Participating EcoKids from the In- 
ternational School of Aruba shared: 
"We are young eco warriors! Our 
mission is to helo the ocean and 
our beautiful iskand of Aruba. We 
want to protect and help the Earth 
for future generations. Thank you 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort for in- 
spiring Us and supporting us!" From 
the University of Aruba, the Dean, 
Dr. Viola Heutger and some foreign 
exchange students proudly joined 
as well. 


Fofoti Tours provided transporta- 


tion to the clean up site. A com- 
pany representative shared, “Our 
team at Fofoti is proud to be a be- 
liever and supporter of having a 
healthy balance between tourism 
and protecting our natural envi- 
ronment, because this is where we 
all have a mutual interest; it is the 
one thing all of us share.” 


Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort return- 
ing guests Mr. Michael Wildemand 
and Ms. Annette MacMullin from 
Teuksbury, Ma schedule their stays 
for the third week of each month 
to make sure they have the oppor- 
tunity to participate in the resort's 
monthly Eagle Beach clean-up. 
They were pleasantly surprised to 
join and meet the robust group of 
sustainability minded local people 
during the special participation in 
World Cleanup Day this year. 


Overall the event was a resound- 
Ing success and Bucuti & Tara 
and Parke Arikok thank all the 
participants.) 
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om a tourism n Authority honer loyal 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassadors 


ORANJESTAD — Recently, Kimber- 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great pleasure to 
honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly 
visitors as Goodwill Ambassadors 
of Aruba. The Goodwill Ambassa- 
dor certificate is presented on be- 
half of the Minister of Tourism, as a 
token of appreciation and to say 
‘Masha Danki’, to the guests who 
visit Aruba 20 years and more con- 
secutively. 


The honorees were Mr. Martin van 
de Kraats and Mrs. Meagles Last- 
en-Turn. This couple have been 
coming to the island for over 25 


years consecutively! 


This wonderful and thoughtful cou- 
ple stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year- 
round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches and picturesque sunsets, 
the variety of food, and visiting 
their family and friends in Aruba. 


Richardson presented the Good- 
will Ambassador certificate to the 
honorees, handed over some pres- 
ents and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.L] 





Honoring of Distinguished Visitors 


NOORD —Kimberley Richardson 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors 
as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. 
The Distinguished Visitor certificate 
is presented on the behalf of the 
government of Aruba as a token 
of appreciation and to say ‘Masha 
Danki’ to the guests who visit Aruba 
10 years and more consecutively. 


The honorees were couple Jarvis & 
Leigh Stevens from USA! 


This wonderful couple indicated 


that they love our island very much, 
especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, its safety, the 
variety of foods, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people whom have 
become like family to them. 
Richardson together with the rep- 
resentatives of the Palm Aruba 
Condos presented the _ Distin- 
guished Visitor certificate to the 
honorees, handed over some pres- 
ents, and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.L] 
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WIN 510 UP 10 $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY ut JOIN THE CLUB! 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 









Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 





Understanding native decorations 





NOORD — In the archae- 
ological field, different 
series of ceramic designs 
have been _§ identified. 
These unique decora- 
tions define an era anda 
cultural heritage identity. 
In Aruba, our Caquetian 
ancestors developed an 
original style classified 
as Dabajuroid by pre- 
history scholars, a name 
related to the nearby 
city of Dabajuro in the 
southwestern region of 
the Venezuelan state of 
Falcon. 








The designs applied in 
our gallery Etnia Nativa, 
focuses on geome}?ric 
decorations and mo- 
tifs of the Dabajuroid 
style. By understanding 
decoration as a com- 
municative — instrument, 
our designs and pro- 
ductions starts from the 
moment we locate the 


right source, to extract 
the same raw earth ma- 
terial that would have 
generate the products 
according to the pro- 
cedure of the ancestral 
inhabitants of the island 
who used local clay for 
their ceramic vessels and 
ritual objects. 

The Dabajuro style Is 
among the most com- 
plex works in this region. 
The classic painted on 
designs were made in 
red, black or white, in- 
cluding various forms 
of incision, applications 
and stippling were also 
part of their pottery dé- 
cor. 

The larger pots dem- 
onstrate the mastery 


and excellence of the 
Dabajuro potters as it 
is difficult to bake such 
large pots in a simple 
open air kiln: as soon as 
temperature differences 
develop within such the 








kilns, large pots like these 
were prone to crack. The 
decorated poittery were 
finer and of superb qual- 
ity. Wo main decorating 
techniques have been 
applied, painted designs 
and applique modeling. 
The painted parts are 
manly darker compared 
to the background or of 
lighter color of the boat. 
Colors such as brown, 
reddish brown, red and 
black were used. The 
other decoration tech- 
nique is modeling. From 
simple motifs such as 
wavy edges, extra appli- 
cation rings around the 
edge of the vessel, also 
complicated works as 
interoreting stylized ani- 
mal heads, such as frogs, 
bats, birds, turtles, etc. 
were also produced. 

The clay works in Our pe- 
culiar and unique mv- 
seum reflect our energy 
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in a mystical silence. Every shape and detail printed 
on what we create says something about who we are 
and what we represent as an cultural entity. Working 
with clay is a work of self-knowledge where creativity 
arises through emotion and fluidity. Etnia Nativa treats 
raw clay in the traditional indigenous way. We identify 
the best material by looking for raw clay. For this we dis- 
tinguish high quality clay from the rest of the soil. Then 
by adding water, we purify the material thus contribut- 
ing to the cleaning process. During this stage the clay 
is purified and detoxified, dehydrated to the point that 
it is ready to be molded in to the desire shapes. 
Imagine tracing cultural and social transformation 
through works using all four main element Earth, wind 
fire and waters. A method which connects us with our 
ancestral origins through this simple and abundant 
material called clay, a billion years old material, earth 
which gives its name to our planet. 

Every handmade piece is a unique ceramic design, 
pride if owner. For Etnia Nativa working with clay 
teaches us to be calm and relaxed in order to focus in 
to ourselves.L} 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins and cultural heri- 
tage? Than this private encounter with our columnist anthro- 
pologist is just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous setting 


for visitor with special interests. Appointment is required. et- 
nianativa03@gmail.com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a 
private reservation. 
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Tuscany Residence Aruba: 


Aruba's Luxury Residential Resort with unique Water Villas 


NOORD — Within walking distance of the fin- 
est white beaches and the clear blue ocean, 
Tuscany Residence Aruba is founded in one 
of the best and most popular neighborhoods 
of Aruba, close to the shopping and nighilife 
of Palm Beach. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
brings luxury living to a new level and they 
are very unique in their offerings with the 
Daimari Water Villas. 


Around 180 exclusive properties will be built in 
all different sizes and prices, suitable for every- 
one’s wishes and among them are 18 luxury 
Water Villas, all with a private terrace and di- 
rect access to the pool. The Daimari Water Vil- 
las include 2 and 3 bedrooms with wardrobes, 
2 and 3.5 bathrooms, are fully furnished with a 
fully equipped German kitchen, fully air-condi- 
tioned and with wide aluminum sliding door to 
the covered pool terraces. Balcony and cov- 
ered terraces are offered on the 2 floors unit 
and a private parking in front of the unit or your 
own garage is all yours. 50% of these amazing 
houses is already sold! There are still 9 residenc- 
es available, including 2 with a one car garage. 


Tuscany Residences now offer a special pre- 
construction discount, whereby your advan- 
tage increases to 9.7%. Pre-construction prices 
starting at US$ 450,775 Turn-Key! 


Dutch design 

This luxury residential resort with various types of 
homes has many amenities such as swimming 
pools, restaurant, bar, offices, meeting rooms, 
gym, wellness and more. The combination of 
the beautiful Dutch modern international ar- 
chitecture and the Aruban palm trees creates 
a luxurious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmo- 
sphere in this resort. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
is the perfect choice for couples and families. 
Bas de Groot, Managing Director of Tuscany 
Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from tradi- 
tional building, our design distinguishes itself.” 
At 8 minutes’ walk from Palm Beach, designed 
in a European style with high-quality materials, 
on property land and with buying possibilities 
from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany 
Residence Is a dream comes true. 
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We take care of it all 

De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous 
construction which builds confidence. He con- 
tinues saying that maintenance, property man- 
agement, rental program and safety are taken 
care of. “You can log in from abroad and man- 
age your property for rental or view your admin- 
istration.” The great thing about Tuscany is that 
it offers everything equal to a resort but you do 
not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up, 
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. 
“We have got space and different size offerings 
making this more a community feel rather than 
a packed condo building.” He also emphasizes 
that the location Is one of the best on Aruba as 
it is quiet and close to Palm Beach. 


Reasons to buy 

Reasons to consider Aruba property ownership, 

at Tuscany Residence Aruba 

e Excellent orice-quality ratio 

e Beautiful designs & Quality construction 

e Residential Park with all amenities 

e Property land on top-location 

e Varies properties in different price range 

e Onsite Maintenance Team, Property Man- 
agement & Rental Program 
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Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential 
area where you will meet a mix of local and for- 
eign owners? Do you feel for a warm communi- 
ty with amenities like wellness, gym, restaurants, 
pools and this all within a structure where the 
residence takes care of your property manage- 
ment while you are not here? Can the highest 
European quality and solid working structure 
take away your preoccupations while you are 
home? Than meet us, we are here to convince 
you with quality! 


For an impression of Daimari Water Villas have 
a look at the website: httos://www.tuscany- 
residencearuba.com/en/news. For more in- 
formation please contact Bas de Groot by 
phone +297-7332424 or email bas@tuscanyresi- 
dencearuba.com. L} 


Tuscany Residence Aruba 

Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
(+297) 280 4664 

(27 / Boe 424 
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US stocks are heading for their biggest slump since Feburary 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE and 
STAN CHOE 

AP Business Writers 

Stocks slumped on Wall 
Street Monday, mirroring 
losses Overseas and putting 
the S&P 500 index on track 
for its biggest drop since 
February. 

Worries about debt-en- 
gorged Chinese property 
developers — and the 
damage they could do 
to investors worldwide if 
they default — are rippling 
across markets. Investors 
are also concerned that 
the U.S. Federal Reserve 
could signal this week that 
it's planning to pull back 
some of the support mea- 
sures It's been giving mar- 
kets and the economy. 

The S&P 500 fell 2.2% as 
of 1:21 p.m. Eastern. The 
benchmark index is also 
coming off two weeks of 
losses and is on track for Its 
first monthly decline since 
January. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 799 points, or 
2.3%, to 33,783 and the Nas- 
daq fell 2.7%. Smaller com- 
pany stocks were among 
the biggest losers. The Rus- 
sell 2000 fell 3.2%. 
Technology companies led 
the broader market lower. 
Apple fell 2.7% and chip- 
maker Nvidia shed 4.6%. 
Banks posted big losses as 
bond yields slipped. That 
hurts their ability to charge 
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A woman walks past a bank's electronic board showing the Hong Kong share index at Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange in Hong Kong Monday, Sept. 20, 2021. Shares fell more than 3% in Hong Kong on 
Monday in holiday-thinned trading in Asia, with both Tokyo and Shanghai closed. 

(AP Photo/Vincent Yu) 


more lucrative _ interest 
rates on loans. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury fell to 
1.32% from 1.37% late Fri- 
day. Bank of America fell 
3.1%. Oil prices fell 2% and 
weighed down energy 
STOCKS. 

Utilities and other sectors 
that are considered less 
risky held up better than 
the rest of the market. 
There were few bright spots. 
Pfizer held its ground amid 
the broad market decline 
after announcing that its 
vaccine works for children 


ages 5 to 11 and that if will 
seek U.S. authorization for 
that age group soon. 

The worries over Chinese 
property developers and 
debt recently centered on 
Evergrande, one of China's 
biggest real estate devel- 
opers, which looks like it 
may be unable to repay its 
debts. 

Many analysts say they ex- 
pect China's government 
to prevent a blowup serious 
enough to cause losses to 
cascade through markets. 
But any hint of uncertainty 


may be enough to upset 
Wall Street, after the S&P 
500 has glided higher in al- 
most uninterruoted fashion 
since October. It set its most 
recent closing high just over 
two weeks ago, on Sep- 
tember 2. The Hang Seng, 
Hong Kong's main index, 
dropped 3.3% for its biggest 
loss since July. Many other 
markets in Asia were closed 
for holidays. European mar- 
kets fell about 2%. 

"What's happened here is 
that the list of risks has fi- 
nally become to big to ig- 


nore," said Michael Arone, 
chief investment strategist 
at State Street Global Aad- 
visors. “There's just a lot of 
Uncertainty at a seasonally 
challenging time for mar- 
kets." 

Besides Evergrande, sev- 
eral other worries have 
been lurking underneath 
the stock market's mostly 
calm surface. In addition to 
the Fed possibly announc- 
ing that it's letting off the 
accelerator on its support 
for the economy, Congress 
may opt for a destructive 
game of chicken before al- 
lowing the U.S. Treasury to 
borrow more money and 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to weigh on the 
global economy. 
Regardless of what the big- 
gest cause for Monday's 
market swoon was, some 
analysts said such a de- 
cline was due. 

All the concerns have 
oushed some on Wall Street 
to predict upcoming drops 
for stocks. Morgan Stan- 
ley strategists said Mon- 
day that conditions may 
be ripening to cause a fall 
of 20% or more for the S&P 
500. They pointed to weak- 
ening confidence among 
shoppers, the potential for 
higher taxes plus inflation 
to eat into corporate prof- 
its and other signs that the 
economys growth may 
slow sharply. L) 





GM says production starts on replacement batteries for Bolts 


By DAVID KOENIG AP Busi- 
ness Writer 

General Motors said Mon- 
day that production has re- 
sumed for battery modules 
used in recalled Chevrolet 
Bolt electric vehicles, and 
Customers could start get- 
ting replacement parts by 
mid-October. 

GM said supplier LG has 
restarted production at 
plants in Holland and Hazel 
Park, Michigan, and is add- 
ing capacity to make more 
battery cells. 

The recall follows reports of 
13 battery fires, GM said, 
which can occur when two 
separate defects are pres- 
ent in the battery modules. 
More than 140,000 Bolts 
are covered by the recall, 


which is expect to cost $1.8 
billion. GM said If continues 
to negotiate with LG over 
who will pay. 

Shares of General Motors 
Co. fell more than 5% in af- 
ternoon trading. 

GM said it expects over the 
next 60 days to develop di- 
agnostic battery software 


that will let car owners 
charge their cars unattend- 
ed and fo full power. Cur- 
rently, owners are told to 
limit charging to 90% and 
to park Outdoors. 

GM and LG have been 
looking into how fo fix the 
batteries. 

"We absolutely have fig- 





ured out how these defects 
happened ... fo make sure 
that they cant happen 
going forward, and that's 
what started our produc- 
tion up again," Tim Grewe, 
GM's director of battery 
cell engineering, told re- 
porters Monday. 

Grewe said the company's 
goal in rebuilding customer 
confidence Is to "statistical- 
ly prove that none of these 
defects can get out of our 
factories." 

For the recall, customers 
will be ranked according 
to where their battery was 
made and their recharging 
style. 

Owners who usually run 
their batteries nearly to zero 
power before recharging 


raise the risk of a fire, Com- 
pany officials said. 
GM shut down its Orion 


plant where Bolts are 
manufactured through the 
week of Oct. 11. If gave no 


Update for resuming pro- 
duction there. 

The recall is a hitch in GM's 
oush to sell more electric 
cars and eventually — sell 
only emissions-free  vehi- 
cles. And, along with recalls 
involving Ford, BMW and 
Hyundai, it has raised safety 
questions about lithium-ion 
batteries that are used in 
nearly all electric vehicles. 
GM issued the first Bolt re- 
call last November after 
getting reports of fires, 
one of which spread to a 
house.L} 
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FILE - In this Dec. 15, 2020, file photo, a droplet falls from a syringe after a person was injected 


with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at a hospital in Providence, R.I. 
(AP Photo/David Goldman, File) 


Pfizer says COVID-19 vaccine works in 
kids ages 5 to 11 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD AP 
Medical Writer 

Pfizer said Monday its CO- 
VID-19 vaccine works for 
children ages 5 to 11 and 
that it will seek U.S. autho- 
rization for this age group 
soon a key step toward 
beginning vaccinations for 
youngsters. 

The vaccine made by Pfiz- 
er and its German partner 
BiONTech already Is avail- 
able for anyone 12 and 
older. But with kids now 
back in school and the ex- 
tra-contagious delta vari- 
ant causing a huge jump 
in pediatric infections, 
many parents are anxiously 
awaiting vaccinations for 
their younger children. 

For elementary  school- 
aged kids, Pfizer tested a 
much lower dose a third of 
the amount that's in each 
shot given now. Yet after 
their second dose, children 
ages 5 to 11 developed 
coronavirus-fighting = anti- 
body levels just as strong 
as teenagers and young 
adults getting the regular- 
strength shots, Dr. Bill Gru- 
ber, a Pfizer senior vice 
president, told The Associ- 
ated Press. 

The kid dosage also proved 
safe, with similar or fewer 
temporary side effects 
such as sore arms, fever or 
achiness that teens experi- 
ence, he said. 

"| think we really hit the 
sweet spot," said Gruber, 


who's also a pediatrician. 
Gruber said the companies 
aim to apply to the Food 
and Drug Administration by 
the end of the month for 
emergency use in this age 
group, followed shortly af- 
terward with applications 
to European and _ British 
regulators. 

Earlier this month, FDA chief 
Dr. Peter Marks told the AP 
that once Pfizer turns over 
its study results, his agency 
would evaluate the data 
"hopefully in a matter of 
weeks’ to decide if the 
shots are safe and effec- 
tive enough for younger 
kids. 

An outside expert said sci- 
entists want to see more 
details but called the re- 
port encouraging. 

‘These topline results are 
very good news,’ said 
Dr. Jesse Goodman of 
Georgetown University, a 
former FDA vaccine chief. 
The level of immune re- 
soonse Pfizer reported "ap- 
pears likely to be protec- 
tive." 


Many Western countries 
so far have vaccinated 
no younger than age 12, 
awaiting evidence- of 
what's the right dose and 
that it works safely. Cuba 
last week began immuniz- 
ing children as young as 2 
with its homegrown vac- 
cines and Chinese regula- 
tors have cleared two of its 
brands down to agé 3. 
While kids are at lower risk 
of severe illness or death 
than older people, more 
than 5 million children in 
the U.S. have tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19 since the 
pandemic began and at 
least 460 have died, ac- 
cording to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. 
Cases in children have risen 
as the delta variant swept 
through the country. 

| feel a great sense of ur- 
gency" in making the vac- 
cine available to children 
Under 12, Gruber said. 
‘There's pent-up demand 
for parents to be able to 
have their children re- 
turned to a normal life." 
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HTTA 


Want to Sell your Time Share 


Condo or property in Aruba? 
Contact the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Special of the week 
Renaissance ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #35 Room #2543 
1BR WK #35 Room #2345 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$3,5K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Special of the week 

La Cabana beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

2 BR WK #35 Room #346 E 
Ocean Front 

Price :$6,5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean suite 
Private island 

1BR WK #34, 35,36 

Room #2518 garden view 

1 BR WK #38 room #2322 
Harbor view price :$4K each 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

Studio WK # 37 room #832 
33 weeks remain 

Price :$6.5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf /Ocean Club 
Palm Beach 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden view $7K 

2 BR Ocean view $8K 

2 BR Ocean Front $16K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold Coast 

2 BR, 3 bath 

Price :$280 K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Tierra Del sol 

3 BR 2 1/2bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price :$450K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Noord 

Dutch Village 

Motivated seller 

2 BR 2 1/2bath 

Price :$175K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Tibushie wespunt 

2 bedroom ,2 bath 

With and appartment 

Pool Price :$290 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214593 


Sun Caribbean 

Looking for a property in Aruba? 
Go to: http://WWW. 
SUNCARIBBEANREALTY.COM 


214591 


CLASSIFIEDS 
Parents in China laud rule |“@ 


limiting video game time 


for kids 


By ZEN SOO AP Technology 
Writer 

Li Znhanguo's two children, 
ages 4 and 8, dont have 
their own smartohones, but 
like millions of other Chi- 
nese children, they are no 
strangers to online gaming. 
‘If my children get their 
hands on our mobile 
phones or an iPad, and if 
we don't closely monitor 
their screen time, they can 
play online games for as 
long as three to four hours 
each time," he said. 

Not anymore. 

Like many other parents, Li 
is happy with new govern- 
ment restrictions that limit 
children to just three hours 
weekly of online gaming 
time — an hour between 8 
o.m. and 9? p.m. on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday most 
weeks. 

The restrictions, which took 
effect earlier this month, 
are a tightening of 2019 
rules that banned children 
from gaming overnight 
and limited them to 90 min- 





Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 


! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
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utes most weekdays. 
Experts say it's unclear if 
such policies can help 
prevent addiction to on- 
line games, since children 
might just get engrossed 
in social media instead. 
Ultimately, they say, it's up 
to parents to nurture good 
habits and set screen time 
limits. 

The new rules are part of a 
campaign to prevent kids 
from spending too much 
time on entertainment that 
communist authorities con- 
sider unhealthy. That also 
includes what officials call 
the “irrational fan culture" 
of worshipping celebrities. 
The technology restrictions 
reflect growing concern 
over gaming addiction 
among children. One state 
media outlet has called 
online games — ‘spiritual 


opium," an allusion to past 
eras when addiction to the 
drug was widespread in 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





a | 


pelesejeje) 4 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


AMISCIENCE 
TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2021 


'We were them: Vietnamese Americans help Afghan refugees 


By AMY TAXIN 

Associated Press 
WESTMINSTER, Calif. (AP) 
— In the faces of Afghans 
desperate to leave their 
country after U.S. forces 
withdrew, Thuy Do sees her 
own family, decades ear- 
lier and thousands of miles 
away. 

A 39-year-old doctor in Se- 
attle, Washington, Do re- 
members hearing how her 
parents sought fo leave 
Saigon after Vietnam fell 
to communist rule in 1975 
and the American military 
airlifted out allies in the fi- 
nal hours. If took years for 
her family to finally get 
out of the country, after 
several failed attempts, 
and make their way to the 
United States, carrying two 
sets of clothes a piece and 
a combined $300. When 
they finally arrived, she was 
9 years old. 

These stories and early 
memories drove Do and 
her husband Jesse Robbins 
to reach out to assist Af- 
ghans fleeing their country 
now. The couple has a va- 
cant rental home and de- 
cided to offer it Up to refu- 
gee resettlement groups, 
which furnished it for newly 
arriving Afghans in need of 
a place fo stay. 

"We were them 40 years 
ago,’ Do said. "With the fall 
of Saigon in 1975, this was 
US. 

Television images of AT- 
ghans vying for spots on 
U.S. military flights out of 
Kabul evoked memories for 
many Vietnamese Ameri- 
cans of their own attempts 
to escape a falling Saigon 
more than four decades 
ago. The crisis in Afghani- 
stan has reopened painful 
wounds for many of the 
country's 2 million Vietnam- 
ese Americans and driven 
some elders to open up 
about their harrowing de- 
partures to younger gen- 
erations for the first time. 

It has also spurred many 
Vietnamese Americans to 
donate money to refugee 
resettlement groups and 
raise their hands to help 
by providing housing, fur- 
niture and legal assistance 
to newly arriving Afghans. 
Less tangible but still es- 
sential, some also said they 
want to offer critical guid- 


ance they know refugees 
and new immigrants need: 
how fo shop at a super- 
market, enroll kids in school 
and drive a car in the Unit- 
ed States. 

Since the Vietnam War, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Vietnamese have come to 
the United States, settling 


ghans and 13 U.S. service 
members killed in an attack 
on the Kabul airport. 

In the last two weeks of 
August, the U.S. evacuat- 
ed 31,000 people from Af- 
ghanistan, three-quarters 


of them Afghans who sup- 
ported American military 
efforts during the extensive 


ning. 

“We have to remember 
now is the time fo lay a 
foundation for a humani- 
tarian crisis that may last 
long past the moment the 
last U.S. help leaves the Af- 
ghan space, said Thanh 
Tan, a Seattle filmmaker 
who started a group for 





Abdul, right, who worked as a mechanic before he left Kabul, Afghanistan with his family about 
a month ago, shows his family a donated tea kettle as they stand in the kitchen of a rental 
house, Thursday, Sept. 16, 2021, that has been provided as a place for them to stay in Seattle. 
The home is owned by Thuy Do, who was nine years old when her family arrived in the United 
States from Vietnam in the 1980s. Now Do and her husband have offered their vacant rental 
home to refugee resettlement groups to house newly arriving Afghans in need of a place fo stay. 


in communities from Calli- 
fornia to Virginia. Today, 
Vietnamese Americans are 
the sixth-largest immigrant 
group in the United States. 
Many settled in California's 
Orange County after arriv- 
ing initially at the nearby 
Camp Pendleton military 
base and today have a 
strong voice in local poli- 
tics. 

"We lived through this and 
we can't help but feel that 
we are brethren in our 
common experience,” An- 
drew Do, who fled Saigon 
with his family a day before 
it fell to Communism and 
today chairs the county's 
board of supervisors, said 
during a recent press con- 
ference in the area known 
as "Little Saigon." 

The U.S. had long = an- 
nounced plans to withdraw 
from Afghanistan after a 
20-year war. But the final 
exit was much more fran- 
tic, with more than 180 Af- 


operations. But many Af- 
ghan allies were left be- 
hind with no clear way out 
of the landlocked nation 
Under strict Taliban control. 
Similarly, many Vietnam- 
ese Americans recall how 
they couldnt get out be- 
fore the impending fall of 
Saigon tO Communism. 
They stayed behind and 
faced long spells in reedu- 
cation camps in retaliation 
for their allegiance to the 
Americans who had fought 
in their country. 

Once they were allowed 
to return to their families, 
many Vietnamese left and 
took small boats onto the 
seas, hoping to escape 
and survive. 

For some families, the jour- 
ney took years and many 
failed attempts, which is 
why many Vietnamese 
Americans view the depar- 
ture of the U.S. military from 
Afghanistan not as the end 
of the crisis, but the begin- 


(AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 


Vietnamese Americans 
willing to house arriving 
Afghans. Afghans arriving 
in the United States may 
have a special status for 
those who supported U.S. 
military operations, or may 
have been sponsored to 
come by relatives already 
here. Others are expected 
to arrive as refuges or seek 
permission to travel to the 
United States under a pro- 
cess known as humanitar- 
ian parole and apply for 
asylum or other legal pro- 
tection once they are here. 
For parole, Afghans need 
the support of a U.S. citizen 
or legal resident, and some 
Vietnamese Americans 
have signed up to sponsor 
people they have never 
met, said Tun PinhJanelle, 
director of field at the 
Southeast Asia Resource 
Action Center. He said a 
coalition of legal and com- 
munity groups has secured 
sponsors for 2,000 Afghans 
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seeking parole. His sister, 
Vy Dinh, said she's soonsor- 
ing a family of 10 including 
women in danger for work- 
ing in medicine and teach- 
ing. "As soon as he called, | 
said, ‘Yes, |am in," she said. 
Other efforts have focused 
on fundraising for refu- 
gee resettlement groups. 
Vietnamese and Afghan 
American artists held a 
benefit concert this month 
in Southern California to 
raise money to assist Af- 
ghan refugees. The event 
titled "United for Love" was 
broadcast on Vietnamese 
language television and 
raised more than $160,000, 
according to Saigon Broad- 
casting Television Network. 
It also aired on Afghan 
American satellite televi- 
sion, said Bilal Askaryar, an 
Afghan American advo- 
cate and spokesperson 
for the #WelcomeWithDi- 
gnity campaign aimed at 
supporting asylum seekers. 
‘They saw the need. They 
saw the parallels,” Askaryar 
said. ‘It's really powerful 
to see that they saw that 
link of common human- 
ity between the Afghan 
community and the Viet- 
namese community. We've 
been really touched and 
inspired." 

Thi Do, an immigration at- 
torney in Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia, said he is also doing 
what he can to help. He 
was a boy when Saigon fell 
and his father, who served 
in the South Vietnamese 
army, was sent fo a reedu- 
cation camp. 

When he returned, the fam- 
ily set out by boat into the 
ocean, hoping to reach a 
country that would take 
them. 

Do remembers how the 
boat bumped up against 
dead bodies floating on 
the water and how his fa- 
ther apologized for putting 
him and his siblings in dan- 
ger before throwing over- 
board his ID and keys from 
Vietnam. '"He said, ‘| would 
rather die here than go 
back there," Do said. They 
eventually reached Thai- 
land and Malaysia, both 
countries that forced them 
back out to sea until they 
got to Indonesia and were 
processed at a refugee 
camp. LJ 
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Ellen van Dijk claims 2nd time trial title at cycling worlds 
[ah Ba 


By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 

AP Sports Writer 

BRUGGE, Belgium (AP) — 
Eight years after her first 
world championship title, 
Ellen van Dijk powered 
her way to a second gold 
medal in the women's time 
trial on Monday. 

Taking advantage of a flat 
course through the Flan- 
ders region of Belgium, 
the 34-year-old Dutch rid- 
er kept the pedals of her 
bike churning in a perfectly 
paced cadence to beat 
her closest rival Marlen 


Reusser of Switzerland by 
10.29 seconds at the road 
cycling world champion- 
ships. 

"For me, time trial is my fa- 
vorite discipline,” said van 


A 
eg le es a 


Toronto Blue Jays' Viadimir Guerrero Jr. watches his solo home 


Dijk, who won her first time 
trial world title in 2013. "It's 
something | love with alll 
my heart, and it just feels 
like it's my discipline. | knew 
it was going to be a really 
good course for me, and | 
out everything into this. It's 
a dream come true." 

While van Dijk was able to 
keep a fast tempo over the 
30.3-kilometer course, Re- 
Uusser ran out of gas near 
the end and had to be 
content with a runner-up 
finish on the day she turned 
30. She also claimed silver 
last year and was runner- 
Up at the Olympic Games 
this summer. 

Reusser led at both inter- 
mediate checks but faded 
over the last 10 kilometers. 
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run against the Minnesota Twins during the third inning of a 
baseball game Friday, Sept. 17, 2021, in Toronto. 
(Jon Blacker/The Canadian Press via AP) 


By NOAH TRISTER 

AP Baseball Writer 

The bar for the batting title 
is Unusually low this year 
— and that's creating wild 
races for the honor in both 
leagues. 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. leads 


the majors in hitting with 
a .321 average, and Trea 
Turner is atop the National 
League at .316. Accora- 
ing to Baseball-Reference. 
com, the only time the 
leaders in both leagues 
were at .325 or lower was 





"In the last couple of weeks 
she beat me in every time 
trial, so | knew it would be- 
come super, super difficult 
and | would have to ride 
the best, best ever time 
trial," van Dijk said. "When | 
saw she lost seconds in the 
end then | could not quite 
believe it. If has been a 
dream for so long." 

Van Dijk was so fast that 
she caught Lisa Klein with 
9.5 kilometers left before 
the finish line in the historic 
center of Brugge, the city 
known as the Venice of the 
North for its picturesque ca- 
nals and bridges. The Ger- 
man rider had rolled off the 
starting ramp 1 minute, 30 
seconds before van Dijk. 
Olympic champion 





Netherlands’ Ellen Van Dijk celebrates on the podium after the 





Women Elite individual time trial race at the World Road Cycling 
Championships in Bruges, Belgium, Monday Sept. 20, 2021. 


Annemiek van Vieuten, an- 
other Dutch rider, was third, 
more than 24 seconds off 
the pace. Aged 46, two- 
time world champion Am- 


Batting title races jumbled 
season winds down 


in 1960, when Dick Groat 
topped the NL aft .325 and 
Pete Runnels hit .320 to win 
the AL Title. 

The lowest average to win 
the NL batting crown was 
313 by Tony Gwynn in 
1988. The lowest to top the 
AL was .301 by Carl Yastr- 
zemski in the pitcher-domi- 
nated 1968 season. 

These lower batting aver- 
ages by the league lead- 
ers are consistent with 
the sense that the sport Is 
dominated by homers and 
strikeouts now. Aside from 
the pandemic-shortened 
2020 season, nobody has 
hit over .3850 since Josh 
Hamilton in 2010. 

With nobody close to a 
number like that this sea- 


son, there could be sev- 
eral players in contention 
for the batting crown unitil 
the final day. Houston's Mi- 
chael Brantley (.315) and 
Yuli Gurriel (.314) aren't far 
behind Toronto's Guerrero 
in the AL. Right behind the 
Dodgers’ Turner in the NL 
are another former Wash- 
ington National and a cur- 
rent one. Bryce Harper Is 
hitting .313 and Juan Soto 
ISO wo); 

HEAD TO HEAD 

The St. Louis Cardinals 
swept a three-game series 
against San Diego and ex- 
tended their winning streak 
to eight games. The Car- 
dinals lead Cincinnati by 
three games for the sec- 
ond NL wild card. The fad- 


(AP Photo/Olivier Matthys) 


ber Neben of the United 
States finished fourth, just 
weeks after suffering frac- 
tures in her pelvis during a 
training ride.) 


as MLB 


ing Padres are now 3 1/2 
back, along with Philadel- 
ohia. 

With Jack Flaherty limited 
to 14 starts so far this year 
because of injury problems, 
40-year-old Adam _ Wain- 
wright is 16-7 with a 2.89 
ERA for the Cardinals. 
TRIVIA TIME 

Turner is trying to become 
the first Dodgers player to 
win the batting title since 
Tommy Davis in 1963, and 
Harper is trying to become 
the first Phillie to do it since 
Richie Ashburn in 1958. 
Aside from the Rays and 
Diamondbacks, who have 
never had a batting cham- 
pion, which current fran- 
chise has gone the longest 
since its last one?) 





Taylor day to day with injury for Texans; 


Watson won't play 


By KRISTIE RIEKEN 
AP Sports Writer 


Culley said Taylor was getting on MRI on Monday and 
that the team would know more about his availability 


afterward. 


HOUSTON (AP) — Houston quarterback Tyrod Taylor is 
day to day with a hamstring injury as the Texans face 
Q quick turnaround with a Thursday night game against 
Carolina. 

If Taylor can't play, Deshaun Watson will not be an op- 
tion, with coach David Culley saying Monday that Wat- 
son would be inactive for Thursday's game just as he has 
been for the first two games. 

Watson has been listed as inactive/not injury-related fol- 
lowing his trade request and after 22 women filed law- 
suits alleging sexual assault or harassment. 


If he's able to go and ready to go, he'll play," Culley said. 
Taylor was injured in the first half of Houston's 31-21 loss 
to Cleveland on Sunday and didn't return after halftime. 
Rookie Davis Mills, a third-round pick from Stanford, took 
over and threw for 102 yards with a touchdown and an 
interception. 

If Taylor can't play Thursday, the Texans likely will bring 
Up Jeff Driskel from the practice squad to back up Mills. 
Culley said they haven't yet discussed the possibility of 
signing another quarterback this week.L] 





Houston Texans quarterback Ty- 
rod Taylor looks to throw during 
the first half of an NFL football 
game against the Cleveland 
Browns, Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in 
Cleveland. 

(AP Photo/David Richard) 
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Chiefs defense exposed by Jackson, Ravens in 36-35 defeat 


By DAVE SKRETTA 

AP Sports Writer 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
It was only fitting that the 
Baltimore Ravens would 
put away a comeback win 
over the Chiefs by running 
Lamar Jackson right up the 
middle when Kansas City 
needed a_ fourth-down 
stop to get the ball back. 
The Chiefs knew it was 
coming; the Ravens had 
been doing it all game. 
They still couldn't stop it. 
Nor could the Chiefs stop 
the run the previous week 
against the Browns, though 
some late-game magic 
from Patrick Mahomes 
managed to bail them out 
in Week 1. But when the 
Kansas City defense al- 
lowed Jackson to scamper 
for a clinching first down 
with about a minute left 
Sunday night, it prevented 
Mahomes from even get- 
ting another chance. 

The resulf was a 36-35 loss 
that ended the Chiefs’ 
streak of 14 consecutive 
wins in the month of Sep- 
tember. 

"When guys are in position, 
you have to make the tack- 
le," Chiefs coach Andy Reid 
said. "We have to do a bet- 
ter job getting off blocks. 
.. We knew they were a 
very good run team. Guys 
pushed through it and got 
US IN Ga position to win the 
game. 

Ah, yes — the fumble that 








Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) walks 


off the field after an NFL football game against the Baltimore 
Ravens, Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021, in Baltimore. Baltimore won 36- 


35. 


also kept the Chiefs from 
kicking a potential winning 
field goal. 

While the Browns and Ra- 
vens have exposed the 
Chiefs’ inability to stop the 
run, and their failure to im- 
prove this past offseason 
in an area that also was 
a problem last year, the 
fumble by Clyde Edwards- 
Helaire following the 2-min- 
ute warning rests as much 
on Kansas City's coaching 
staff as If does anyone else. 
After the Chiefs took over 
at their own 25 with 3:14 
left, Mahomes hit Byron 
Pringle over the middle for 
23 yards. He hit Travis Kelce 
for 13 yards and again for 
7 more, getting the ball to 
the Baltimore 32. 

All of a sudden, Reid and 
Chiefs offensive coordi- 


(AP Photo/Julio Cortez) 


nator Eric Bieniemy put 
the ball in the hands of a 
second-year pro that had 
struggled all game fo find 
running room rather than 
keep it in the hands of ar- 
guably the NFL's best play- 
er. 

Edwards-Helaire was 
promptly stripped of the 
ball. The Ravens recovered 
the fumble. Jackson con- 
verted on fourth down. 
Game over. 

"We got into field-goal 
range pretty quickly there," 
Mahomes said, "and then 
we were pretty much try- 
ing to get down close, to 
let (Harrison) Butker kick 
the field goal. And dude 
made a good play. He was 
getting blocked and threw 
his hand out and hit if di- 
rectly on the ball. We were 





LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — 
Nebraska running back 
Gabe Ervin Jr. is out indefi- 
nitely, and possibly for the 
season, with a knee injury 
he sustained in the loss at 
Oklahoma. 

Cogclin seO esi seid 
Monday that Ervin has an 
injury to his right patellar 
tendon, which runs from 
the bottom of the knee- 
cap to the top of the shin- 
bone. 

Ervin was hurt late in the 
third quarter when he 
took a handoff and, un- 
touched, slipped at the 
line of scrimmage. He im- 
mediately grabbed his 





Knee injury sidelines Nebraska RB 
Gabe Ervin indefinitely 


right knee and was on 
crutches as he walked 
to the team bus after the 
game. 

The fresnman from Buford, 
Georgia, started the Corn- 





huskers’ games against Il- 
linois and Fordham and 
was backup to Markese 


Stepp 
and to Rahmir Johnson 


against Oklahoma.) 


against Buffalo 








executing; they made a 
play. You lose games when 
teams make plays like 
that." 

You also lose games when 
you allow an opponent To 
run for 251 yards and three 
touchdowns. Or go 4 for 
4 in the red zone, 6 for 11 
on third downs and con- 
vert their only fourth down. 
Or take the ball out of the 
hands of your best player. 
"We will never point fingers 
and say It's just one person's 
loss. That is not how we roll 
at Kansas City," Kelce said. 
"We'll fix it in the four quar- 
ters of football. We'll fix if." 
KEEP ROLLING 

Kelce finished with seven 
catches for 109 yards and 
a touchdown, giving him 
8,066 yards for his career. 
He joined Rob Gronkowski 
(8,613) and Jimmy Gra- 
ham (8,350) as the only ac- 
tive tight ends with at least 
8,000 yards receiving. 
MISSING IN ACTION 
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The Chiefs moved star de- 
fensive tackle Chris Jones 
to defensive end in an ef- 
fort to improve their pass 
rush, but on Sunday night 
he looked like — well, he 
looked like a defensive 
tackle trying to play defen- 
sive end. He had one tack- 
le, no sacks and failed to 
Out any pressure On JaCck- 
son even as the Ravens ran 
right at him. 

POOR PASS RUSH 

The return of defensive 
end Frank Clark from a 
hamstring injury didn't do 
much to help Kansas City's 
pass rush, either. Daniel So- 
rensen delivered the only 
sack on a safety blitz. 
"When you miss over 10 
tackles in a game, that's 
cause for devastation for 
a defense," Clark said. 
“Youve got to make the 
tackles, especially when 
youre going against a 
strong offense like the 
Ravens.'L] 





Musiala, Ulreich 
injured in Bayern 
Munich training 





MUNICH (AP) — Bayern 
Munich's training session 
was overshadowed by inju- 
ries TO Up-and-coming star 
Jamal Musiala and reserve 
goalkeeper Sven Ulreich 
on Monday. 

The Bavarian powerhouse 
said 18-year-old Musiala 
suffered a capsule injury in 
his right ankle and Ulreich 
suffered a partial inner liga- 
ment injury in his right knee 
joint. 

Bayern did not say how 
long either player will be 
out. While Ulreich had 





made only one appear- 
ance in the German Cup 
for Bayern this season, Mu- 
siala made a significant im- 
pact in the opening games 
with four goals and four 
assists In six Gppearances. 
He didn't play a full game 
in any and was given a rest 
for Bayern's 7-0 rout of Bo- 
chum on Saturday. 

Musiala has also made 


eight appearances _ for 
Germany. 
The Bundesliga leaders 


face promoted Greuther 
Furth on Friday.) 


